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A

BULKHEAD

a curved structure usually made of

the base for a door’s sidelight.

which spans an opening.

CANTILEVERED ( fig . 16)

architectural element which forms

ARCUATED ( arch )
wedge

shaped

stones

(voussoirs)

B

BALCONET ( fig . 7)
a pseudo-balcony; a low ornamental
railing to a window.
BALUSTRADE ( fig . 8)
a decorative railing system which
includes a top rail, balusters, and
usually a bottom rail.

BAY

C

projecting horizontally beyond the
wall or its vertical support; as in

balconies on monterey revival style
homes or windows on some tudors.

CAPITALS ( fig . 3)
the topmost structural member of a
column, often decorative.

CARTOUCHE ( fig . 6)
an ornamental tablet often inscribed

a regularly repeated spatial element.

or decorated and framed with
elaborate, scroll-like carving.

BAY WINDOW ( fig . 1)

CASEMENT WINDOWS ( fig . 15)

a window that protrudes from a
wall.

BRACKETS ( fig . 2)

the entire length, usually on hinges
fixed to the sides of the opening.

CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURE

refers to any element which projects

defines the style or particular look

from a wall to support (literally or
figurateively) a weight.

Fig. 2

a window which swings open along

often used as decorative elements at
the cornice line of a home; in general

Fig. 1

an

architectural

element

which

of a building and without which the
building would lose its integrity.

Fig. 3
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CLADDING

exterior siding, either original or

perhaps added over the original
surface treatment of the building.

CLIPPED GABLE ROOF

also known as a jerkinhead; a gable

Fig. 4

roof for which the end has been

“clipped”

to be between a gable and

hip in shape.

COLONNADE ( fig . 4)
a number of columns arranged in
order, as in an entryway to a spanish
revival style home.

which is cylindrical and supports a
load.

or

decorative

top

to a wall or roof, also used as a

2

DENTIL ( fig . 14)
as it suggests, these are decorative
“toothlike” square blocks that are
often found in columns or at the
cornice of a home.

DORMER ( fig . 5)
a structure which protrudes from
a sloping roof, usually housing a
colonial revival

DOUBLE-HUNG SASH WINDOWS
( fig . 11)
can move in both directions when
opened.

decorative horizontal feature along

E

the top edge of a roof in some

EAVES

architectural

Fig. 6

D

windows framed horizontally which

COPING
protective

where the roof and wall meet.

homes often include dormers.

a long slender structural member

a

the exterior trim of a structure

vertical window.

COLUMN ( fig . 3)
Fig. 5

CORNICE ( fig . 10)

styles,

such

as

streamline moderne or the prairie.

the part of the roof that projects
beyond the exterior wall.

ELEVATION
vertical

GAMBREL ROOF

drawing

of

exterior

or

interior of building; 2 dimensional.

F

a ridged roof with two slopes on

each side, the lower slope having
the steeper pitch; often used on
barns.

FAÇADE

the exterior, front, or principle

G-L

elevation.

GABLE ROOF ( fig . 10)

FANLIGHT ( window )

from the cornice to the ridge; homes

a

semicircular

or

a

a roof which is triangular in shape,
fan-shaped

window with radiating members or

tracery set over a door or window.

may be front-gabled, side-gabled, or

a combination of several roof types.

HIPPED ROOF ( fig . 8)

FENESTRATION

a roof which slopes upward from all

general term for the arrangement

four sides of a building; if the top is

< french (fenêtre).

“flat” it is a truncated hip roof.
KNEE BRACES ( fig . 9)

and design of windows in a building;

door

which

has

glass

Fig. 8

a corner brace or diagonal member

FRENCH DOORS ( fig . 7)
a

Fig. 7

panes

throughout or nearly so along its
entire length; often used in pairs.

FRIEZE ( fig . 10)

placed across the angle between
two members that are joined to
provide structural strength.

also be decorative as in craftsman
bungalows.

a horizontal decorative band at or

LIGHTS ( fig . 15)

cornice.

window with eight lights.

near the top of a wall below the

may

individual panes of glass, as in a

Fig. 9
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M-O

MULLIONS
a vertical member separating and

often supporting windows, doors
or panels set in a series, as in ribbon
windows. the term is often confused

Fig. 10

with muntins which are the framing
pieces around window panes.

a secondary framing member to hold

panes of glass within a window or
glazed door.

PARAPET

a low wall at the edge of a roof.

a shallow flattened, rectangular
column or pier attached to a wall
and often modeled on an order.
one normally describes the degree
of slant of a roof as low, medium or
steeply pitched.

PLAN

PEDESTAL

a support for a column, as seen

a drawing which shows the interior
spaces of a building, usually to scale.

homes.

PORTE COCHERE ( fig . 12)

frequently

on

craftsman

style

PEDIMENT
a triangular gable above or over
a door or window, as often seen
in
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a solid masonry support, often
square or rectangular in plan.

PITCH ( roof )

P

Fig. 12

PIER

PILASTER

MUNTINS

Fig. 11

PICTURE WINDOW ( fig . 11)
a large, fixed window that is often
set between two smaller, operable
windows.

classically

building.

inspired

styles

of

a covered carriage or automobile
entrance which is attached to the
side of the home, seen frequently in
homes built in the 1920s and before;
more architecturally distinguished
than the later “carport.”

RIBBON WINDOW ( fig . 11)

PORTICO ( fig . 13)
a covered entrance whose roof is
supported by a series of columns or

piers, commonly placed at the front
entrance of a building.

a horizontal band of at least three

windows separated only by mullions.

RIDGE

the highest point in a sloped roof.

Q
QUOINS ( fig . 14)
often decorative, these are wood,
stone, or bricks set at the external
corners of a building’s wall.

R

S

Fig. 13

SHED ROOF
a roof, often

used on a porch or

auxiliary building, which has one
plane.

SIDELIGHTS ( fig . 17)

RAFTER TAILS ( fig . 15)
rafters are an inclined structural

members from the ridge of the roof
down to the eaves which support

a framed area of glass that does
not open, often set vertically on
each side of a door.

the roofing material. when the ends

SLIDERS

wall, as is common in the craftsman

vertically rather than horizontally;

protrude

over

the

edge

of

the

tradition, these are called rafter
tails.

RIBBON DRIVEWAY

commonly found in older neighbor-

hoods, the driveway consists of two
poured strips of concrete with a
grassy median in between.

Fig. 14

metal or vinyl windows which open
common on homes in the

1970s on.

SLEEPING PORCH

until the invention of air conditioning,

screened rooms, open to the night
breezes,
fresno

were

for

commonly

sleeping

used

during

in

the

summer months and even in the winter.

Fig. 15
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SPINDLEWORK ( fig . 18)
decorative
turned

on

circular
a

wood

lathe,

and

used

particularly on porches on queen
anne style residences.
decorative
exterior

wood

of

a

pieces

home

on

that

the

mimic

the structural framing found in
northern

european

architecture.

popularly used in the tudor revival
and even craftsman styles.
exterior

finish

composed

portland cement, lime, and sand.

Fig. 17

of

TRANSOM WINDOW ( fig . 11)
a window above another window or
door that is usually operable and
hinged.

VENEER
outside

wall

surface

that

is

decorative and durable but which

Fig. 18
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is not load bearing, as in a brick
veneer.

virginia and lee mcallester, a field
guide to american houses. new
york: alfred a. knopf, 2002.

chambers jr., what style is it?

a guide to american architecture.
new jersey: john wiley & sons,

T-Z

an

architecture and construction.

john c. poppeliers and s. allen

STUCCO
an

cyril m. harris, dictionary of

new york: mcgraw-hill, 2000.

STRAPWORK ( fig . 16)
Fig. 16

REFERENCE S

pieces,

2003.
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